2021 GAFSP Knowledge Forum
Summary Note

April-July 2021, Virtual

The fifth GAFSP Knowledge Forum (KF), GAFSP’s biannual flagship learning event, took place
virtually as a series of sessions between April and July 2021. The sessions focused on Monitoring
and Evaluation (M&E), the 2021 Sixth Call for Proposals, and the annual GAFSP Portfolio Review
(PR). The KF brought together project teams and partners involved in the design and
implementation of GAFSP-funded projects, as well as government representatives from Project
Implementation Units (PIUs), Civil Society Organization (CSO) and donor representatives of the
GAFSP Steering Committee, Supervising Entities (SEs), and GAFSP Coordination Unit (CU)
members.

This virtual event provided a robust platform for learning from operational insights and
experiences drawn from GAFSP public sector and Missing Middle Initiative (MMI) projects. In
addition, the cross-institutional, cross-regional, and cross-project participation enabled the
sharing of a broad range of perspectives on developmental challenges across the entire
agriculture and food security ecosystem in different countries and highlighted the overall
portfolio quality and development impact of GAFSP programs, especially in the light of COVID-
19.
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https://bit.ly/37X75L5

Session 2: 2021 Sixth Call for Proposals ~ June 10, 2021

The second KF session focused on the 2021 Sixth Call
for Proposals?, bringing together over 150 participants
from over 40 countries. This session provided
information regarding the Call’s process and
requirements, as well as an opportunity for potential
producer organizations, country applicants, and SE teams supporting eligible applicants to ask
questions directly to the CU. Watch the session recording here: https://bit.ly/3qs4T71

Key takeaways:

- The anticipated demand for funding is high, judging from the number and the
composition of attendees, as well as the initial signal from the SEs on anticipated
proposals.

- The questions during the discussion were diverse and focused on every aspect of the
Call, from preparing submissions, selecting a SE, eligibility criteria, proposal timeline,
selection criteria, logistical details, and others. The list of frequently asked questions
can be found on the GAFSP website: https://www.gafspfund.org/FAQs-2021-CfP


/apply-funding-2021
/apply-funding-2021
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgafspfund.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D1b1a6badbb0bbc623f1ab50c6%26id%3D8cab814c85%26e%3D5b290b4134&data=04%7C01%7Cdmarkozashvili%40worldbank.org%7C8b17f45d677b4525c49208d93c968cc2%7C31a2fec0266b4c67b56e2796d8f59c36%7C0%7C0%7C637607439593018774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YXaodr9O0vWNWKJoCS30IPAzbKPaFkFkJqmLmoXgfcg%3D&reserved=0
/FAQs-2021-CfP

Session 3: GAFSP Portfolio Review ~ July 20, 2021

This session focused on the



o Strengthen the CU’s capacity to provide additional technical support to
Francophone project teams.
AfDB shared its extensive experience and lessons learned from managing its GAFSP
portfolio, particularly for infrastructure-heavy projects. Some notable findings related
to project designing and preparation were as follows:
0 Detailed feasibility reports and designs should be submitted to AfDB for review



AGENDA
April 26-28, 2021 ~ Monitoring and Evaluation Learning Week:
Day 1: April 26, 2021: GAFSP M&E Overview
Presentation from the GAFSP Coordination Unit
Day 2: April 27, 2021: M&E Under COVID

Project examples from Haiti, Senegal, and Uganda, and a presentation



